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ABSTRACT

This research used a research object in the form of movie entitled Hidden Figures. The
research had more attention in the study of patriarchal culture in woman characters in that film.
Patriarchal culture is a culture which focuses in the theory with a feminist approach. That theory
emphasizes in the power of stratification and privilege based on gender. This research aimed to
describe how patriarchal culture reflected in Hidden Figures movie. The researcher used descriptive
qualitative research design in this research. The data of this research was in the form of utterances.
Those utterances were utterances delivered among the characters in that movie. In collecting the data,
the researcher conducted a library study. In analyzing the data, the researcher used a feminist
approach. The researcher found that patriarchal culture which reflected in Hidden Figures Movie was
identified into four kinds of patriarchy types. Those were characters, setting, ploting and conflict.
Keywords: patriarchal culture, woman characters, Hidden Figures Movie

INTRODUCTION

Living together among individuals is a right for every people. The right here refers to
anything which all people can obtain, such as in the family or in the work place. Those right should
be the same which is given to everyone. However, there are still many different giving of rights.
Some people found different right in their live, for example in education, status of power and
social. In fact, most of them are woman.

In real life, there is still often found that woman’s right will be limited. It relates to the
feminism theory. According to (Y, 2018), culture is used to control the social role of women
andmen. Another statement comes from (Crawford, M & Unger, 2004), discussing about feminism
also relates to the contemporary feminism. Psychology is provided in the contemporary feminism.
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According to (Madsen, 2000), pre-feminist or ‘traditional’ criticism is attacked for its blindness to
gender. Based on that statement, the woman cannot do anything they want. It will be different with
man’s right. It relates to the name of “patriarchal culture.” What is patriarchal culture?

Patriarchal culture is a culture which focuses in the feminist theory. According to (Pilcher,
Jane and Whelehan, 2004), patriarchy is a rule by a man in the family. It is an ideology which
emphasizes in the superiority from the higher to the lowest. The higher here refers to the man who
having high position. Meanwhile, the lowest refers to the woman. All needs which man needs
become the main priority over than woman’s need. For that reason, woman will have different
treatment although in the same place. That different treatment is like social system which enforces
rule that man’s act as the primary authority figure. It also happened that in the real life younger
having more authority than old people. According to (Matthews, B&Beaman, 2007), in the real
life, young people often holds paying job. This authority figure will be the central in making
decision, as the example that man holds full authority over the woman. According to (Widiyantari,
Y.,Atmaja, A.K.S.,&Saptaningsih, 2017), the cultures of the source language can be seen in
several forms. For example, the name of the characters and events that happened in that story.

According to (Abrams, 2009), the human’s condition can be shown through drama and
prose. Moreover, (Barry, 2009) explains that moral is used as an approach to the literature. Based
on that statement, movie is also used to know the people’s character. Patriarchal culture is still
often appeared in this movie. In Hidden Figures movie, there are some discrimination happened
among the characters. The main characters in that film are Dorothy, Katherine and Mary. As the
summary, each of the main character there, having different background of their family. That
different background becomes the reason why they cannot do the same thing or the same
achievement in the same place. Their achievement is measured by the name of family’s status. The
woman cannot get the same rights. According to (Fakih, 1996), there are many problems of
women, each of them has different analysis. Therefore, actually the women’s problem is appeared
because of their family’s background.

METHODOLOGY

The researcher used descriptive qualitative research design. According to (Sugiyono,
2008), qualitative research is a research to investigate, discover, describe and explain the quality
of social influence that can be explained, measured or illustrated through a quantitative research.
Furthermore, according to Moleong (2000) in (Cahyaningrum, 1.0.&Agustin, 2020), in the
descriptive research, the data are collected in the form of words and pictures, not in numbers.
Based on that statements, it can be concluded that descriptive qualitative research design is a
research design which will be described in the form of words and pictures, not in number. The
object of the research was movie entitled Hidden Figures. The data in this research was in the form
of utterances which were delivered among the characters in that movie. In collecting the data, the
researcher did through a library study. The steps used in analysing the data were transcribing,
identifying, classifying and interpreting. For the first step, the researcher transcribed the data. In
this step, the researcher transcribed all utterances delivered by the characters in that movie.
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The second step was identifying. In this step, the researcher identified all utterances including to
patriarchal culture. Moreover, in this step the researcher identified whether that utterances was in
what criteria. The last was analyzing. In this step, the researcher analyzed all findings with the
theory of feminism.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As in the aim of the research, the focus of the research was to describe how patriarchal culture
reflected in the movie entitled “Hidden Figures.” The patriarchal culture reflected in this movie
could be found in the following data.

A. Characterization

Based on the analyses of the data, the researcher found that patriarchal culture reflected in the
character of Harrison and Mitchell. Those characters referred to as Mr. Harrison and Vivian
Mitchell were explained in the following conversation.

a) Mr. Harrison

One of character that described in this film was Mr. Harrison. He was identified as a person
who couldn’t appreciate people. Just like when Katherine finished her calculations. Mr Harrison
knew that the calculations were no longer needed, he immediately threw away Katherine's work.
The part that told him about his character would be displayed in the following utterances which
were delivered by Katherine and Mr. Harrison:

EATHERINE (CONT'D) Here you are, sir.
Without looking.

Al HARRISON
And Stafford’s heat shield cales?

KATHERINE
It’s hard to be sure, sir.

Thats not what he needed to hear. He swivels to her.

AL HARRISON
Do you know what we're doing here?

KATHERINE
We're trying to put a man in space, sir_

AL HARRISON
That’s right. So you can throw that in the trash.

KATHERINE

Excuse me?
Harrizon gets up, moves around his desk.

Al HARRISON
1 said you can throw it away.

He zently takes it out of Katherine’s confused hands.
AL HARRISON (CONT'D) Here.

Harrizon drops her report on top of a trash can overflowing with dozens of similar reports
and worlsheets. It's a graveyard of obsolete work

Figure 1. Patriarchal Culture in Mr. Harrison’s Character
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b) Vivian Mitchell

Vivian Mitchell is supervisor in the coloured computers in West Computing Group division.
Her character in Hidden Figures Movie described as self centered and cynic person. Those
characters would be explained in the following utterances:

1) Self Centered

One of Ms. Mitchell’s character was self centered. In taking control, she was considered as
having bad leadership because she did not seem to work with them. The data was proven was that
she always gave sassy comments relating to the black computers and their circumstances. In that
utterance, she implied to herself that she was bothered to go to West Computing Group by saying
in the following figure.

Figure 2. Patriarchal Culture in Vivian Mitchell’s Character of Self Centered

2) Cynic
Cynic was also being Ms. Mitchell character that reflected a patriarchal culture based on this
film. The data could be seen when Dorothy met herself in the white room, she looked at Dorothy
cynically and said that someone would take the job without Dorothy coming into the room. It could
be seen through the following part of conversation:

CONTINUED:
Vivian sees Dorothy, summons her over.
VIVIAN MITCHELL
Qur runner can pick up vour work, Dorothy. You need to be
workin’, not walkin®.
Dorothy puts worksheets in a box next to Vivian's desk.

DOROTHY

It’s break time, ma’am. No trouble at all.
Vivian points to a massive pile of worksheets within several boxes.

VIVIAN MITCHELL
Since you made the trip.._you can take that batch over there.

DOROTHY Sure thing, Mrs. itchell

Dorothy stands there. a beat too long.

Figure 3. Patriarchal Culture in Vivian Mitchell’s Character of Cynic
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B. Setting

The patriarchal culture reflected in Hidden Figures Movie could be seen from the setting of the
story line. The researcher found that there were several parts with various settings in the film that
reflected patriarchal culture.

The first setting could be seen when Katherine talked to Mr. Johnson while walking together.
Mr. Johnson asked what Katherine worked at NASA. Then, Katherine replied that she worked in
launch and landing for the Space Program. Mr. Johnson laughed. He asked why they let women
do the work. Katherine felt silent for a moment. The analyses of the data presented below:

Hatherine and Jim are walking through the grass.
TN TOHIMNSON
Pastor mentioned you're 3 “Computar” at NASA. TWhat's that
mtail?
KATHERINE
i - to emable launch and landing

o the
for the Space Program.
I TOHNSON
Aeronautics. Pretty heady stuff. They let women handle that
kind of-
He stops himself Too late. Backpedals.

TN TOHNSON (CONT D) Well
That's not what [ mean.

KATHERINE
What do you mean?

JIN JOHIMNSON T was just
surprised som = so. taxinz-

Katherine stops him_
A E
Mir. Johmsom, it may be best if you quit talking rizht now.

JIN JOHNSON
I'm not meaning any disrespect-

the W uting
our part for the coumtry |

Figure 4. Patriarchal Culture Presented in Setting 1

The other situation reflected as patriarchal culture in Hidden Figures Movie was when
Katherine volunteered to attend a briefing meeting that had never been participated in before. Yet,
in the end Mr. decided that Katherine's presence was not against the rules even though everyone
in the meeting looked strangely at Katherine's presence. The following part was situation which
told about that event:

Harrisen, Stafford, Sam and Team are walking to the Pentagon briefing. Katherine
catches up to them, report in hand:

KATHERINE
Launch parameters for Friendship 7, sir.

PAUL STAFFORD
It*z all moot. We're altering the window on the capsule.

KATHERINE
When did that happen?

PAUL STAFFORD
6 minutes ago. The mass is chanzing. Start over

EKatherine’s itked, all her hard work ..pointless.

KATHERINE Sir. IfI could sttend these
briefings...I'd be able to stay current-

PAUL STAFFORD
We've besn through this, Katherine. It's not possible. Thers's
no protocol for women attending.
K ATHERINE
There’s no protocel for 2 man circling the Earth either, sir.
Stafford hands her report back to her.

PAUL STAFFORD
That's just the way it is.

He walks off. Katherine keeps her head high. Harnzon clocks it all.

TNT. SPACE TASK GROUP - ANOTHER DAY

Figure 5. Patriarchal Culture in Setting 2
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Thus, patriarchal culture reflected in the Hidden Figures movie could be seen through various
settings of the story line.

C. Plot

The sequence of event formed a story line that happened in structure and time sequence. The
plot used in Hidden Figures Movie is a chronological plot. The story was arranged based on time
that went forward, not turning back to the past.

a) Introduction

In introduction, the researcher formed a beginning of story line by the stages of event. The
story presented as introduction could be seen from the following conversation :

The police car stops behind them. And the gruffest WHITE COP steps out. Walks
toward them  Silent Then.

WHITE COP
Mot a reat place for the three of va'll to be havin® car troubla.

Mary can’t help herself:
MARY
We didn’t pick the place, Officer. Tt picked us
The White Cop steps inte Mary. Mot interested in talk back.

WHITE COP
You bein® disrespactful?

Mary shakes her head.
MARY
Mo, =ir
CONTINUED: (3)
WHITE COP
You have identification on ya?
Katherine jumps in.

KEATHERINE
We sure do. Wa're just on our way to work. At Langzley.

Katherine pulls cut her }ASA ID badge. Helds it up for him to see.

KATHERINE (CONT'D)
MASA, sir

Deorothy spacifies, holds up har IASA bades.

DOROTHY
We do a great deal of the caleulating getting cur rockets mto

=pace.

Fe turns his attention back to Mary.

Figure 6. Patriarchal Culture in the Form of Plot (Introduction)

The introduction stage began when Katherine, Dorothy and Mary encountered an obstacle
where the car broke down in the middle of the road. While Dorothy was trying to fix it, a white
cop suddenly came and said that the place was not for blacks. However, after learning that they
were working with NASA and helping NASA to get astronauts into space, the police offered to
help them. Dorothy refused and said that she could repair the machine. And of course, the car
finally started up again. That utterance was an example that men didn’t believe that women were
capable of doing jobs that were usually done by men, but actually they were.

b) Rising Action

In the rising stage, the story formed by sequence of event that presented through film’s
characters. In this stage, the beginning of conflict would be appeared one by one. The part of rising
action would be explained below:
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Ruth holds her hand over the phone.

KATHERINE (CONT D)
May [ ask you where the ladies” room is?

RUTH
Sorry. I have no idea where your bathroom is.

Ruth returns to her conversation. Katherine walks away .

Katherine rushes down the hall, worksheets in her arms. Searching for a bathroom. Her
papers drop.

At the far end of the hall...she sees the bathrooms. Thank God. She scoops the papers
up.

A TRIO OF WHITE WOMEN come out of the ladies’ restroom. They stand outside the
door. chatting away.

Damn. Katherine gathers herself, ducks down another hallway.
Katherine’s practically running. No “colored bathrooms™ anywhere

Katherine pushes through steel doors into the blinding sun. Sees the West Campus
Building way off in the distance. 1/2 mile away to be exact. She runs.

Katherine sprints down the familiarly dingy West Campus hall

She crashes through a door labeled: “Colored Restroom.”

Katherine plops down on the toilet. She reaches down to her feet, puts the paperwork on
her lap...and keeps working. Calculating numbers.

Katherine runs back toward the East Campus. As fast as her legs will take her.

Tarrizan mna sar alned fn 3 nhans nhinmes At afhic Affira lanls far K atharine  Nar

Figure 7. Patriarchal Culture in the Form of Plot (Rising Action)

From that situation above, we could conclude that the conflict started when Katherine was
asked by Paul Stanford to complete the calculations that had to be completed in the afternoon.
When she tried to start doing the calculations, suddenly she wanted to go to the toilet.
Unfortunately there was no black toilet in the space task group so she had to go to the western
computing room which takes a long time. On the other hand, she also had to keep doing her job.

c) Climax

Climax stage is a turning point or can be called as the point greatest suspense or action. Climax
started when the conflict was faced during the main, most dramatic event of the story. The story
line about the war in Hidden Figures’s Movie could be seen in the following event :

n Figures - 5/8/2016 - Shooting Draft - 63

Katherine's soaked like a wet rat. She walks back to her desk. Stafford’s staring at her.
Ruth’s staring at her. The whole damn place seems to be staring at her.

AT HARRISON (0.5)

Where the hell have you been? Everywhere I look you're not

where I need you to be.

And it's not my imagination.
Katherine turns, Harrison’s on the floor. Katherine freezes.

AL HARRISON (CONT'D)
Where the hell do vou go everyday?

KATHERINE
(quietly) The
bathroom, sir.

AL HARRISON
The bathroom! The damn bathroom!

KATHERINE
Yes, sir. The bathroom

Figure 8. Patriarchal Culture in the Form of Plot (Climax)

The climax of conflict stage showed when Mr. Harrison asked Ruth where Katherine was
because she wasn't in the room. Then Ruth replied that Katherine was break.

When Katherine came in with her face drenched in the rain, Mr. Harrison asked where
Katherine really was. Katherine said she was from the toilet with some disbelief, Mr. Harrison was
angry with Katherine for always being away for such a long time every day, even though Mr.
Harrison had been expecting Katherine.
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Then Katherine emphatically said that there was no toilet for her, no toilet reserved for blacks
in the room, so she had to run and took a long time to the west computing group just to go to the
toilet. She felt that she was being treated unfairly, she had to continue to carry out her jobs but no
one respected her. After explaining this, Katherine left the people in the room. This situation was
a proof that patriarchal culture does happened.

d) Falling Action

Falling action is the action and events that occured after the climax. The part of falling action
would be explained below:

BANG! BANG! BANG! 112 S0UNd 0T NAMmering, Tearng.

A SECURITY GUARD runs down the hallway and arrives upon a scene: a crowd of
TECHS and ENGINEERS block the corridor. He pushes through the crowd to the
front._where . Ruth holds up her hand, stops him_ There in front of the group: an
inflamed Al Harrison, wielding a crow bar, is bashing the “Colored Restroom™ sign on the
wall

AL HARRISON
Damn thing!

On the other side of the corridor__the entire West Computing Group, including Derothy
and Mary watch in wonder. Katherine makes her way through, landing between them.

Harrison flails away at the sign. Bang! Bang!

AL HARRISON (CONT'D) For
Christ’s sake!

Harrison keeps atit. Rip. Bang. The sign’s holding on, with all it’s might. Imagine that.
He takes a final successful WHACK! And the sign crashes to the floor.

AL HARRISON (CONT'D)
There vou have it! WNo more colored restrooms. No more
white restrooms. Just plain old toilets.

Harrison looks over. He sees Katherine.

AL HARRISON (CONT'D)
Go wherever you damn well please. Preferably closer to

vour desk. Harrison snatches up the sign.

AL HARRISON (CONT D) At
NASA we all...pee the same color!

He stumbles off. Straight through the Crowd. Shock and pride and justice for all those

Figure 9. Patriarchal Culture in the Form of Plot (Falling Action)

Based on data above, the falling conflict stage showed when Mr. Harrison tossed the black
group toilet sign, he said everyone in NASA is the same. Everyone could get the same facilities.
That conflict was evidence of patriarchal that they finally got the rights that they had not got before.

e) Resolution

In resolution, the researcher ended the story line where the conflict and problem was solved.

The end of story line was presented through the actor at the resolution stage could be seen from
the following part:

AL HARRISON
age  We're staying on the ground until this
a

1O LENN
Let's get the girl to check the numbers

AL HARRISON
The girl?

JOHN GLENN
Ves, sir. The smart one. If she says they're good, I'm ready to go.

AL HARRISON
All right. We'll get into it. Harrison hangs up, calls out

to Sam
HARRISON
1l Katherine. She needs to verify Glenn's Go/MNao
the ground

Figure 10. Ptriarchal Culture in the Form of Plot (Resolution)
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Based on resolution above, conflict resolution was shown in John Glenn’s utterance which
asked Mr. Harrison to check the number. John Glenn trusted Katherine to check on him. Itis a
data that they finally believed that women can do that.

D. Conflict

The patriarchal culture reflected in Hidden Figures’s Movie could be seen through the conflict
in the film. The researcher found that there was evidence with conflict within the film that reflected
againts patriarchal culture.

In Hidden Figures’s Movie , America was experiencing a cold war or war the Second World
with the Soviet Union. America was also incessant competed with the Soviet Union to send
humans into space. Russia's pre-eminence makes the US administration more aggressive in
ordering NASA to push for whatever it was they did, and the Chair of the Space Working Group,
Al Harrison (Kevin Costner) needed additional labour assistance.

Harrison stops again. Stands in front of a window staring at something we can’t see.
He's quict for the longest time.

AL HARRISON (CONT D) Where™s
the machine?

RUTH
Any day now, Mr. Harrison.

AL sON
Any day now. What's it called? The initials__the letters

RUTH
IBM

PAUL STAFFORD
International business machine.
Harrison jots a note in 2 mini notebook

AL HARRISON Space is
‘business. I need a mathematician

RUTH
T'll put in another request, sir.

AL HARRISON
Another request. Jesus Christ. We don't have a single person,
in this entire building, that can handle Analytic Geometry™?

RUTH
That's what I've been told.
AL HARRISON

Weil, tell me something else, Ruth. Like we’re going to find
such a person, before the Russians plant a flag on the damn

Figure 11. Patriarchal Culture Presented in Conflict 1

Opportunity came to Katherine when the Space Working Group needed a skilled
mathematician. The vacancy was also fueled by Russia (then rivals the US in the "Space Race",
which succeeded with the first Earth-orbiting launch. The data from the film was down below :

Mrs. Mitchell.
VIVIAN MITCHELL

We’'re on double time this mornin’, girls. T need these
calculations before lunch_

Vivian's Assistant dumps the workload on the table. Thud. Vivian hands Derothy an
assignment sheet.

VIVIAN MITCHELL (CONT D)

The Space Task Group needs a computer

ASAP. Someone with a handle on Analytic Geometry. Much
to my chagrin_ we can't fill the position outta the East Group.

DOROTHY
Permaneat or temp?

VIVIAN MITCHELL
Everything's temporary, Dorothy. You have someone?

Deorothy doesn't hesitate:

DOROTHY
Yes, ma’am. Katherine’s the gal for that.

Vivian looks the room over. Katherine raises her hand, squirms: the Space Task Group
is the “be all®

DOROTHY (CONT D)
She can handle any numbers you put in front of her.

Wivian sizes Katherine up.

VIVIAN MITCHELL
T°1l check her credentials.

Figure 12. Patriarchal Culture Presented in Conflict 2
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However, being the first one did not make it easy for Katherine, even though she felt
discriminatory treatment which was supported by the climate of segregation that was still being
felt at that time. For example, in the Space Working Group's building, it turned out that there were
no special bathrooms for minorities (at that time even white and coloured toilets still had to be
separated). As a result, Katherine had to run every day to the West Area building nearly half a mile
away from work, just to get some air out.

CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of the research, it can be concluded that the researcher found patriarchal
culture reflected in Hidden Figures’s Movie through character, setting, plot and conflict. The
patriarchal culture could be seen in the characters were couldnot appreciate people, self centered
and cynic. Patriarchal culture could be seen in setting. In plot, patriarchal culture could be seen in
Introduction, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action and Resolution. In conflict could be seen in
the evident which against the patriarchal culture.
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